
Advocacy 

#CLEANPARKS 
Initiative  
Seeing a great need within the 
park, the CVP Council initiated a 
2020 year end  donation 
campaign for the purchase of 
additional dog waste stations to 
be placed throughout the park’s 
vast hiking trails.    Donors 
contributed funds to purchase 
dispensers, waste bags and waste 
containers for the “honor” of 
having a waste station named 
after a loved one or their own pet. 
Six additional stations were 
purchased for CVP. 
 
 

C romwell Valley Park Council’s mission 

dedicated to the stewardship of CVP as a 

public space for passive recreation and 

educational programs often requires its leaders 

and volunteers to advocate for funding from 

Baltimore County and the State of Maryland.    

 

In 2020, one such effort included joining 

Senator West and Delegate Guyton in 

Annapolis to present a bond initiative request to 

the Maryland General Assembly House of 

Delegates for funding capital improvements to 

the Barnatorium and Willow Grove facilities, an 

area which is the focal point for educational 

programs and group activities at our park.    

 

CVPC President, Mia Walsh, provided 

quantitative measurements showing the usage 

of this site for the citizens of Baltimore County 

and the positive impact it would have for both 

youth field trips and adult educational 

programming at CVP.   For this effort, we were 

awarded $200,000 for improvements of facilities 

at Willow Grove.   Other advocacy efforts in 

2020 included the presentation of ongoing 

funding needs for parking, egress/ingress, and 

structural improvements at Baltimore County 

Town Hall meetings with County Executive 

Johnny Olszewski and Councilmen Kach and 

Marks. 

Cromwell Valley Park Council is proud of its 

positive working relationships with our 

politicians and County leadership. 

All that changed when the COVID-19 
pandemic uprooted our world in early 2020.    
When the country and the globe went on 
lockdown and the only available recreation 
was going to a park, the amount of visitors 
using CVP’s trails and open spaces 
increased exponentially.      
 

Nearby municipalities, like Pennsylvania 
and Baltimore City (thereby also Loch Raven 
Reservoir watershed), closed their parks 
and trails to the public.   However, 
Baltimore County government took great 
measures to keep our parks open for 
visitors.    
 

 

Throughout the spring, summer and fall of 
2020, the trend for individuals and families 
coming to enjoy Cromwell Valley Park 
continued, both during the week and the 
weekends, as well.   Putting these numbers 
in perspective, in 2019, we recorded 
approximately 95,000 visitors for the year.   
In 2020, our monthly visitor count ranged 
from 25,000 to 52,000. 
 
Cromwell Valley Park Council volunteers and 
Park Staff worked tirelessly besides one 
another to ensure the trails were maintained 
to accommodate additional pedestrian 
volume.   Creatively, our Rangers produced 
virtual and hybrid nature education 
programming to continue this important 
piece of our community involvement.   
 
We are grateful to the visitors, donors, 
volunteers and partners for the continued 
support provided to CVP in 2020 and 
beyond! 

C 
romwell Valley Park Council 

President, Mia Walsh, is used 

to seeing other park visitors 

on the trails on the weekends, 

but during the week, she would often 

be the only hiker. 

Annual Report 

 

ASSETS                    $107,315.18 

LIABILITIES               $107,615.18 
& EQUITY 

Accessible Path $      250.00 

CampBrain   $   1,368.00 

Deady Funds  $        12.05 

Dog Waste Station $       118.46 

Ft. Garrison Funds $    8,653.37 

France-Merrick 

 Lime Kilns $      (370.00) 

Friends of Cromwell 

       Valley  $       939.52 

Friends of Sherwood $    3,912.08 

Koininia (Butterfly) $       480.05 

Merrick Bank Barn $       590.00 

Summer Camp Fund $       292.63 

Weed Warrior Fund $       748.61 

Other Restricted $         66.26 
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STATEMENT OF 
Checking  $  60,832.31 
Savings  $  46,179.81 
Petty Cash  $       600.00 
PayPal   $      (296.94) 

Equity Restricted $ 17,061.03 
Equity Unrestricted $ 86,780.73 
Net Surplus  $   3,773.42 

Despite the cancellation of our 
Summer Nature Camp and the 
majority of our programs in 
2020, our financial position 
remained strong at the end of 
the year.   We strictly monitored 
our expenses, focusing on 
maintenance and upkeep of our 
trail systems and additional 
work  to create a welcoming 
environment for the influx of 
park visitors during lockdown.   
We also spent funds to increase 
our virtual learning and 
educational programs in both 
synchronous and asynchronous      
 formats. 
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Wildlife thrived within the Cromwell Valley 

Park boundaries during the 2020 pandemic.    

 

Red Fox & “Snowy Hubie” Piebald Fawn  

Photos by MPW 

RESTRICTED          $ 17,061.03 
FUNDS 

Thanks to fundraising campaigns to support specific areas of the park 
in 2020, we received $16,975 in donations in calendar year 2020.    
This was 282% higher than our conservative donation budget of 
$6,000, though less than the $23,275 received in 2019. 



Throughout 2020, we received notes 

from park visitors thanking us.   Here 

are two we especially like: 

 

“The park is amazing and continues to 

improve every year. This year it 

literally saved my husband’s life.  For a 

couple of days when he walked the hill 

at Sherwood, he would get a slight 

tightness in his chest. He didn’t have 

the sensation any other time but it was 

enough for him to know something 

wasn’t right. Several tests later, he was 

diagnosed with a 90% blockage in an 

artery and had a stent inserted.  He 

now has a clean bill of health and is 

back to his near daily walks at CVP. 

We’re so grateful for a good outcome 

and a beautiful park so close to home. 

We are truly blessed. ”   CR 

Special thanks to Doug Lake, Randall 

Peck, Dave Hepner, Dennis Murphy, Mike 

McCloskey, Bobby Phillips, Yuri Chaban, 

Mia Walsh, Michelle Monaghan, Laura 

Simms and Rose Wolfe for their support. 

T hank you to the generous supporters who made the purchase of our 
2020 John Deere Gator possible.    72 donors contributed to this 

campaign either through direct donations, Facebook Giving, or Art Show 
purchases.  52 of those donors gave $99 or less, demonstrating how small, 
individual contributions combined can make a significant impact to our 
non-profit organization.    
 
Special donor recognition goes to Baltimore Road Runners Club, The 
Henry & Leigh Peck Charitable Fund, Dr. Pat Kingman and Brian and Mia 
Walsh for contributions of $1,000 or more to the Gator Campaign. 
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O ur generous donors permit us to address 
special needs in our park for projects outside 
of Baltimore County’s budget.  We are able to 

serve a wider audience while improving the natural 
setting in Cromwell Valley, which is enjoyed by our 
entire surrounding community.  
    

THANK YOU 2020 DONORS! 

$ 100 - $249  (53 donors) 

Babikow, Mary Beth 

Bentz, Deborah 

Boland, Bill & Barbara 

Brinsfield, James 

 

$50 - $99   (63 donors) 
August, Jeannine 

Bentz-Amereihn, Judith 

Bissett, Jamie & Steve 

Boorman, Jill 

Burger, Thomas 

Carlson, Rob & Caitlin 

Catholic Charities 

Comotto, Jennifer & Brian 

Dekornfeld, Thomas & Nina 

Dilks, Martina & Nicholas 

Diller III, Frank 

Dravis, Nancy 

Eaton, Eleanor 

Federated Garden Clubs of MD 

Gammie, James/Fraker, Ann 

Ganguly, Havaca & Pritam 

Gavigan, JoAnna 

Graber, Christina 

Grant, Jules 

Harris, Laura 

Hassett, Julie 

Heilig, Paul 

Holland, Tim 

Kingham, Lynne 

Knox, Will 

Kraus, Helen & Joseph 

Krebs, Amelia & Andrew 

Kurrle, Jessica & David 

Lake, Douglas 

LaPerle, Amy 

Loncar, Travis 

Maher, Patrick 

McCabe, Jennifer 

McCollum, Chris 

McFaul, Kristin & Glen 

Merriken, Linda 

Morris, Martha & Robert 

Myers, Stephanie & Brian 

Oakey, Kelly 

Oswalt, Kelli 

Panneerselvam, Akila 

Seshadri, Karthic 

Paszkiewicz, Kelly & Greg 

Pelsinsky, Amy 

Potthast, Mark 

Raynor, Deborah & David 

Reese, Philip 

Riley, Marlene 

Robie-Craven, Meredith &  

Michael 

Rockwell, Allie & Geo 

$ 100 - $249  (CONTINUED) 

Bruner, Elise & William 

Budnitz, Jeffrey 

Cardwell, Katherine 

Childs, Richard & Sharon 

Cicmanec, Karen 

Cooke, Linda 

Davenport, David 

Davis, Joseph 

Davis, Ronald & Loretta 

Donner, Kristel/Leighty, Rob 

Dorsey, Susan & Jeff 

Eder, Bob 

Geraghty, Jerome & Carolyn 

Gunter, Rusty & Linda 

Hepner, Dave & Mary 

Hopkins, Bob & Dean 

Humphries, Michelle 

Hunt, Elizabeth 

Hunter, Cindy/Roberge, Martin 

Kedzior, Sya & Travis 

Konradi, Amanda 

Lee, Deb & Ed 

Levy, Bernard & Gail 

Mann, Douglas 

Mellinger Cook, Peggy/Lewis, 

Robert 

Neikirk, Lori & Ted 

Novak, Pat 

Phares, Judy 

Pierce, Jeff & Kim 

Pollard, Ashling 

Potthast, Theodore 

Rein, Bart 

Richards, Laryssa 

Richmond, Chantal 

Roche, Nancy & Joe 

Schmitt, Lelane/Peterson, Andrew 

Scott, Allan 

Snead Meley, Teresa & Larry 

South, Amanda & Daniel 

Stevens, Joyce 

Sullivan, John & Melonie 

Teixeira, Cathy/Stout, Jack 

Thomas, Patricia 

Vojik, Jr., Edward & Yvonne 

Wadler, Jane 

Wahbe, Sam & Pam 

Whiteford, Michael & Beth 

Wolfe, Rose 

Wright, Claire 

$ 1,000 +   (6 donors) 

Baltimore Road Runners Club 

Barker, Jason & Jean 

Kingman, Dr. Pat 

McQuage, Dr. Kenneth 

The Henry & Leigh Peck Fund 

Walsh, Mia & Brian 
 
 

$ 500 - $999   (7 donors) 

David & Elizabeth Buck Family  

         Foundation 

Craig, Anne 

Evans Family Charitable Trust 

Leisher, T.S. 

Noon, Skip and Nadine 

Phillips, Bobby 

Supik, Patricia 
 
 

$ 250 - $499  (13 donors) 

Allen, Roberto & Margaret 

Bankey, Laura 

Canoles, John 

Mastellone, Nancy 

Muller, Jerri & Denis 

Murphy, Kate/Simon, Arnold 

Schmelyun, Kate & Michael 

Shapiro, Kim/Pierce, Mike 

Solinsky, Rita 

Suzdak, Carol & Peter 

Wolff, Marc 

Yoffe, Hilarie & Abe 

Yoga Hikes Baltimore 

 $50 - $99   (CONTINUED ) 
Ruley, Hilary & Christopher 

Semesky, Ashley & Chris 

Sinclair, Nancy 

Slide, Judy & Dave 

Sloat, Donald & Mary 

Sullenberger, Diane 

Trout, Debbie & Jerry 

Watson, Frank 

Welbourn, Robin 

Wieczynski, Jan 

Willson, Nicoleen & Nathaniel 

Wolpert, Joyce 

Ziller, Mark & Tina 

Zipin, Joann & Ken 

Zoschg, Theresa/Moy, Chris 

 

$25 to $49   (53 donors) 
Campbell, Pia & Robin 

Chan, Tom 

Conway, John & Carolyn 

Curtis, Mary Ellen & Bill 

DeLeon, Jessica & Brian 

DeVille, Jennifer & Matthew 

Ellis, Jimmy 

Garrett, Elizabeth 

Goeller, Kelly 

Goldstein, Jeffrey 

Goles, Kelly 

Green Acres Garden Club 

Handelman, Michael 

Hattrup, Karen & Kevin 

Hey, Jodi 

Hirsch, Alan 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

Homeschool Support Group 

Hoover, Erin & Brian 

Johnson, Darlene/Butt, Andy 

Kahla, Janet & Paul 

Kaplan, Doug 

Keady, Kenneth & Elizabeth 

Keplinger, Jennifer & G.T. 

Kovacs, Thomas & Meghan 

Lehman, Tony 

Lubitz, Stephanie 

Mackey, Paula 

Macon, John & Sandy 

Malloy, Fitz & Lauren 

Manlove, John & Marilyn 

Martenson Ruiz, Kelsey 

Bishop, Megan/Amos, William 

Black, Rachel Ann 

Boyd, Cynthia/Lucas, Greg 

Browne, Jenna & Jeff 

Buckler Duncan & Jane 

Burger, Ellen 

Burgess, Otto 

Carlson, Allison & Benjamin 

Cassidy-Stewart, Hope & David 

Clark, Pamela & Christopher 

Cline, Laura & Steven 

Colaianni, Amanda & Dana 

Cole, Susan/White, Alison 

Connelly, Julie 

Coursey, Sarah 

Derti, Becky & Pete 

DeSimone, Regina 

Fenner, Kim/Ransome, Keisha 

Frazier, Kelly & Todd 

Geiger, Dawn 

Goldstein, Caitlin/Stewart, Adam 

Gouel, Martha/Maschas, Jay 

Grant, Mary 

Henricksen, Jerry/Dallas, Donna 

Hila, Janice & Rushit 

Hise, Christa/Chery-Hise, Jessica 

Holland, Karin 

Ikonomou, Healy & Alexey 

Jacques, Kathryn 

Jenkins, Robert & Melissa 

Joellenbeck, Lois/Scholl, Peter 

Jones, Melissa & Sean 

Kansler, Courtney 

McIver, Margery 

Monaghan, Michelle 

Oak Grove Classical School 

O'leary, Tiffany & Mike 

O'Neill, Kevin 

Pennacchia, Victoria 

Rau, Karen & Tad 

Riggs, Marita & James 

Rosenblatt, Rachel 

Rouse, Katie 

Saldaña, Teresa 

Shifflett, Kristen & Craig 

Shulka, Kelly 

Sklar, Michael 

Slawson, Lynn & Hugh 

Sussman, Marc 

Szczygiel, Linda 

Wagoner, Janet & Ronnie 

Walker, Claire 

Wedgeworth, Anne 

Willasch, Robert 

 

$24 and under 
Ainsworth, Beth & Seth 

Allen, Carol 

Autenzio, Monica/Shelkett, Ryan 

Baldus, Rachel/Dickson, Winston 

Belen, Jenna 

 
Knuth, Mimi & Jim 

Lane, Amanda 

Light, Kimberly/Strom, Joel 

Llewellyn, Anjelica & David 

Mcdonald, Jason & Shannon 

Mellor, Cathy & Eric 

Mitchell, Alison 

Mitchell, Laurie Taylor 

Moore, Diana & Jason 

Naydan, Carla 

Nevaker, Tim 

Newman, Renee & Mark 

Partonen, Carol 

Patterson, Deborah 

Perfetti Clark, Lucia & Tim 

Perry, Kimberly & Dallas 

Psalmonds Smith, Nancy 

Rosenberg, Alan 

Rosenblatt, Kathryn 

Smith, Brian 

Runyeon, Sandra 

Saleem, Asra/Khan, Fayz 

Scharper, Julie/Korman, Chris 

Schuerholz, Robyn 

Sheingate, Marisa 

Sheridan, Mary 

Shipley, Marcia/Party, Layne 

Smith, Jennifer & Vaughan 

Somers, Beth & Christopher 

Somers, Timothy 

Spare, Donna 

Stapleton, Mary 

Strachan, Cindy 

In March 2020, we held our first 

Art Show Fundraiser, made 

possible by the many generous 

photographers who contributed 

their digital images of CVP’s 

landscapes, wildlife and flora. 

 

Printing their images on both 

photograph paper, as well as 

framed canvas prints, the Council 

hosted patrons for wine and light 

appetizers while they perused the 

artwork, buying items to take 

home and hang on their walls.   

Patrons were able to speak to the 

photographers about their work, 

inspiration and favorite places to 

shoot in the park. 

 

This event netted almost $2,000 in 

monies which were used towards 

the purchase of a new John Deere 

Gator for our Trails Committee.   

 

Please tag us in your social media 

posts with pictures of CVP!

Straw, Melissa/Schmill, 

Matthew 

Sullivan, Liana 

Swett, Jeff & Ann Marie 

Tarlton, Stephanie 

Todd, Tamara 

Townsend Poff, Heather/

Poff, Tim 

Vollerthum, Renee 

Wall, Meg C. 

Ward, Jermiera/Birts, 

Robert 

Weinstock, Josh 

Wolff, Megan/Derr, 

Nicole 

Woods, Christine & Jeff 

Yoffe, Alana 

Zillig, Rachel & Bryan 

On-demand virtual nature 

education is available, hosted 

by our CVP Park Rangers! 

 

www.cromwellvalleypark.org

/summer-programs/online-

activities/ 

Rick Childs 


